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EWU Men’s defeat Indiana team in final seconds, 88-86

Photo by Anna Mills
EWU basketball player Venky Jois takes the ball on the court at an Eastern Washington University game.

Eagles dominate Indiana in first win against Big 10 conference team
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The Eastern Washington University
men‘s basketball team shocked the audience at Assembly Hall when they defeated Indiana University, 88-86 on Nov. 24.
Head coach Jim Hayford said, “I‘m
certainly going to let our team enjoy this
tonight. ... I told our team this is what the
accomplishment of hard work feels like.
I‘m just really happy for our team and
anybody associated with Eastern Washington [University].”
It was Eastern‘s first win against a Big
10 Conference team.
EWU started off slow in the first half only

scoring four points with 16:24 remaining. At
the 13:57 mark in the first half, Eastern
started an offensive charge. Senior guard
Drew Brandon scored a layup to cut the
Indiana lead to six points, 14-8.
Junior guard Tyler Harvey, junior forward Venky Jois and sophomore forward
Ognjen Miljkovic contributed to help
Eastern get back into the game. With 9:30
remaining in the first half, the score was
tied, 21-21. It soon became a back and
forth affair.
At the 7:15 mark, Miljkovic scored a
3-pointer to give the Eagles a one-point
lead, 28-27. However, the Hoosiers came
storming back with 5:44 remaining and
ended up leading at halftime, 41-35.

Brandon said Eastern had a positive
mindset and stayed focused throughout
the 40 minutes.
“From start to finish we just believed,
we don‘t get discouraged on the name on
a team‘s chest,” said Brandon. “We play
our game and we go into every game
with energy.”
In the second half, Eastern came back
from being down 12 points. The score was
tied 75-75 with 2:37 remaining in the game.
The Hoosiers‘ sophomore forward Troy
Williams helped Indiana build a threepoint lead with a dunk and a free throw.
The Eagles would go on a run at the 1:53
mark with Brandon scoring a jump shot to
cut the Indiana lead to one point.

Brandon would again score to put
the Eagles up by one point, 79-78. Senior
guard Parker Kelly hit a 3-pointer with
36 seconds remaining in the game to give
Eastern the lead, 82-78.
Free throws helped the Eagles get the
victory as Brandon was the final player
to get to the foul line in the game.
Brandon finished with a career high
of 27 points. Harvey had 25 points along
with four rebounds and two assists. Kelly scored six points with 36 seconds left
in the game.
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editorial

Michael Brown grand jury decision symbolized in historic play on campus
By Nicole Ruse
editor-in-chief
The lights are dim in the EWU
theatre building
on a cold Saturday evening.
As I wait for the
doors to open,
my play brochure in hand,
I keep singing
“We Shall OverRuse
come,” over and
over softly to myself.
This will be my third time
seeing the EWU Theatre‘s adaptation of “To Kill a Mockingbird” since it premiered Nov.
14 on campus.

INSIDE:

It strikes a chord with me,
for numerous reasons.
I read the book, written by
Harper Lee, many years ago at a
time when I, as a teenger, did not
fully comprehend racism, social injustice or inequity. Reading books
such as “The Bluest Eye,” by Toni
Morrison; “Black Boy,” by Richard Wright and “Their Eyes Were
Watching God,” by Zora Neale
Hurston truly resonated with me
after I graduated from high school.
I even remember singing “We
Shall Overcome” in my elementary school choir for Black History
Month as a child; analyzing Martin
Luther King Jr.‘s profound “I Have
a Dream” speech as a young girl in
class intrigued me.

All I understood about the
African-American community
and slavery at that time was how
sad it made me feel to see human
beings endure this kind of hate
from people that were just like
them. I asked myself at the tender age of eight: How could human beings murder other people
because they have a darker skin
color? Why are white people so
cruel to African-Americans?
I felt like no one could give
me a straight answer, except
for my dad.
“That‘s just how some people are, sweetie,” my father answered. “Fear does that to people, even those who are good.”
"Most people are, Scout,

when you finally see them,” said
Atticus Finch.
“To Kill a Mockingbird”
was bittersweet and beautiful,
in the sense that this historic
piece of literature, published in
1960 at the height of the Civil
Rights Movement, still rings
true today at the turn of 2015.
In the 1950s, riots and protests occurred all throughout
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and other southern states
due to segregation of AfricanAmericans. Many raciallydriven court cases were considered unjust, and segregation in
public schools was prominent.
On Aug. 28, 1955, 14-year-old
Emmett Till, an African-Amer-

ican teen, was murdered for
“talking fresh” to a white woman
in Mississippi. Roy Bryant, husband to the woman, and J.W. Milam, Bryant‘s half brother, were
arrested. They were acquitted by
an all-white jury despite testimony tying them to the crime. Years
later, Bryant and Milam admitted
to killing Till in a magazine interview. The image of Till is still
imprinted in my mind ever since
I viewed it in my middle school
history class.
“They‘ve done it before and
they‘ll do it again and when
they do it, seems that only the
children weep,” said Finch.
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Upcoming Events:
December
Dec. 3: De-Stress at the JFK
Library: Free 10-minute
massages will be from 12 p.m. 2 p.m., with studying and stress
relief help from EWU Health,
Wellness & Prevention Services
from 1 - 3 p.m. Events will be
in the JFK Library Lobby from
noon to 3 p.m.

Dec. 4: Up All Night,
sponsored by Eagle
Entertainment. Booths will
have various activities and
games all evening, from 9 p.m.
to midnight in the PUB MPR.

Dec. 5: Paws and Relax:
Pet Partners of Spokane will
be visiting campus with some
therapy animals for students
to play with. 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. in
the PUB MPR.

Dec. 4: Pixar short movies will
be playing in JFK Library M17
from 1 - 3 p.m. to help students
de-stress during finals week.

Dec. 8 - 12: Finals week.

NEWS: Health care
College-aged Americans
take advantage of the
Affordable Care Act,
page 2

For the most up-to-date events
in Cheney and Spokane,
follow us: @EasternerOnline
Illustration by Lauren Campbell
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Are you about to age out of health insurance as a dependant? Let us know if our health care article helped you @EasternerNews.

Professors take on winter in Olympia to advocate for Eastern
EWU professors make presence a priority at the state capitol
By Alex Miller
staff writer
Every winter a council at
EWU selects a faculty member
to send to Olympia to work
with state legislators to raise
awareness about issues students deal with, such as the
price of tuition.
According to Anthony Flinn,
Ph.D., an English professor at
EWU who used to participate in
the trips to Olympia, the faculty
member who is selected needs
to live in Olympia during the
winter quarter.
The delegate from EWU
has to live in Olympia because
“We need larger pressure and
it has to be constant. It’s an ongoing relationship. An ongoing development of legislative
understanding of what higher
education needs and how it affects people like you who do
not want to die under student
loans,” said Flinn.
A project on student debt
ran by the Institute for College
Access & Success found, on average, students are in debt by

$24,418 when they graduate
from college in Washington.
Having an EWU faculty
member live in Olympia also
helps develop a comfort level
between legislators and EWU,
according to Flinn.
“They know us, they trust
us, they can turn to us for information as they need it to promote their goals,” said Flinn.
“We have to make sure that a
few rich donors or Microsoft
and so on aren’t the only people
they ever talk to.”
Patty Chantrill, Ph.D., an
associate professor of communication at EWU who is
currently involved in the project to raise awareness about
higher education in Olympia,
the process involves “having conversations, making appointments, and then going
in and having conversations
with legislators about what we
think matters.”
To make conversations with
legislators easier, “we find allies,” said Chantrill. “We find
people who ‘get it.’ They understand that higher educa-

tion benefits the state, that by issues that are pretty scary because
investing in students and their they are born of some of the coneducation we are actually help- straints on legislators after years
ing the state of Washington. and years of not fully funding
We work against
K-12 and now they’re
those people who
being called to task,”
“They know
think it is private
said Chantrill.
us, they trust
gain only.”
To address the
us, they can
Flinn
said,
main priority for
turn to us for
“[Raising
awareEastern,
“[we’re]
ness in Olympia] is
trying
to
keep
information
important all year
higher
education
as they need
round because a
on their minds and
it to promote
lot of bills are deon their docket of
their goals.”
veloped
during
things to do. It’s
the intersession.”
going to be very
He also said,
difficult,”
said
“[Students] want to
Chantrill.
“We’ll
make sure the uniget whatever’s left
EWU English professor
versity is funded
so it’s really imporso you can get the
tant for us to protect
courses you need to graduate low tuition.”
in a timely way, so that faculAlthough EWU is one of the
ty are properly paid so it’s not furthest colleges from Olymone faculty member per 600 so pia, Chantrill said, “Eastern
you can get faculty attention for Washington University still
what you need to further your has a strong voice in Olymacademic career.”
pia when the laws are being
Chantrill said there is reason made, so it’s essential that we
to worry looking ahead.
get there.”
“We’re going to have to be
As a result of EWU havdealing with tremendous budget ing a presence in Olympia,

Anthony Flinn

Eastern has strengthened its
ties with other universities in
the state.
“If we can get six very different institutions with very
different campus ethos to agree
to a particular issue then we’ve
done something enormous. It’s
hard to do and when it happens it makes every institution
stronger,” said Chantrill “We
work together with the administration to advance a brighter
future for higher education,
and we won’t give up until we
have that.”
Up next for EWU and other
universities in Washington is to
get to know the legislators who
were elected in November.
“What happens immediately
next is that since the election is
over, we’re developing a new
agenda with new players and
in the long term what happens
next is that we make higher
education in the state of Washington the best the nation has
to offer at a price that relieves
students from having to pay for
their education so the state can
benefit,” said Chantrill.

College-aged Americans take advantage of Affordable Care Act
By Aaron Bocook
staff writer
Open enrollment
for the second year of
the Affordable Care
Act began Nov. 15.
By the time it ends
on Feb. 15, the Health
and Human Services
department of the
federal government
expects at least 9 million Americans to
sign up.
During the first
enrollment
period,
from Oct. 1, 2013 to
March 31, 2014, over
7 million Americans
signed up for insurance through the
ACA. This included
2.2 million people,
ages 18 to 34, according to Health and
Human Services — a
demographic
that
makes up America’s
traditionally collegeaged students.
The act required
insurance companies
to extend coverage of
children on their parents’ plans to age 26,
but for those students
whose parents were
not insured, or were
not on their parents’
insurance plan, signup was required with
risk of facing a penalty.
EWU students and
alumni who signed

up during open en- ers to a doctor she
rollment last year said was more comfortthey went through able with, without
the process with very any problems, which
was very important
few problems.
EWU alumna Na- to her for women’s
dia Al-Hethail said she health issues.
“It’s nice to know
went to CHAS clinic
in Spokane where she I could stick with
was signed up by an someone I trusted,”
employee in about 20 said Maroney.
Before she had inminutes.
Fifth-year
student Casey Polm- surance, Maroney said
ueller said she signed she was never on birth
up online and had control because it was
no problems. Gradu- too expensive and she
didn’t feel
ate student
comfortable
Brandy
“The
going
to
Bippes said
Affordable
places that
the system
provide it
crashed
Care Act
for free, like
while she
is trying to
Planned
was enrollspread the
Parenthood.
ing online,
When
but
renet to capture
ceived a call more people.” her doctor
told
her
back
and
she should
finished
be on birth
signing up
control, her
over
the
EWU anthropology
doctor gave
phone.
professor
her a limF o r
ited supply
some, the
process
paid
off. for free. When the supEWU alumna Alex ply ran out, and she
Maroney said she explored her options,
made it into the sys- Maroney found it was
tem in January of this too expensive withyear, just before open out insurance; even
the generic brand was
enrollment ended.
Maroney said en- over $100.
With her new plan,
rollment using the
website was easy. She Maroney said she is
was able to switch able to go to the pharprimary care provid- macy of her choice

Jerry Galm

and get her prescription filled for free.
Jerry Galm, Ph.D.,
professor of anthropology at EWU, said
access to health care
in America is important, especially for college students who face
towering debt in student loans and daunting tuition hikes year
after year.
“Health care should
be for everyone,” said
Galm. “Why do we
have a first generation
college student program here? Because so
many students come
out of environments
where they don’t see
college as a pathway
to succeed.”
In his annual medical anthropology class,
Galm stresses the concept of access to health
care. He said the Affordable Care Act does
not go far enough; he
believes the best possible health care in America should be provided
regardless of a citizen’s
financial situation.
“The
Affordable
Care Act is trying to
spread the net to capture more people,”said
Galm. “People who
don’t have the ability
to pay the current cost
of adequate health
care. To improve hu-

Illustration by Lauren Campbell

man health on scale.”
Maroney said she
got a follow-up call
to make sure her plan
was satisfactory and
to inform her of the

extras provided by
her plan, including
free yearly checkup
appointments.
“I feel like its good
[to know] that I ac-

tually have a safety
net,” said Maroney.
“I’m not unhealthy
by any means, but it’s
nice to know that I
can go to the doctor.”

Classified
Got the Roommate Blues? Newly remodeled apartment available
Jan. 1, 2015. 2 Bdrm, 1 bath w/Fridge, Range & D/W. On site laundry,
close to EWU campus. Quiet neighborhood. Non Smoking No pets.
$650/mo + $650 deposit Call (509) 723-7782

CHENEY LIQUOR STORE
WE DELIVER! • 509.235.6465 • 2720 1ST STREET
KEGS NOW AVAILABLE
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

CASE DISCOUNTS
AND
SPECIAL ORDERS
AVAILABLE
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What is your opinion about USPS's proposed reductions? Let us know @EasternerNews.

Critical Foundations,
ASEWU sets goals
By Katie Dunn
staff writer

First Year Experience (FYE)
pilot, which is currently
in progress.
According to Eastern’s
Students
attending
classes at Riverpoint can FYE webpage, the program
expect to see EWU Presi- assists students in transident Mary Cullinan around tioning to college life by
campus in January. This teaching successful study
will be part of a regular strategies, time manageschedule Cullinan is imple- ment and how to engage
the Eastern community.
menting in Spokane.
Breen said the FYE pilot
The board of trustees
met Nov. 21 to go over up- encompasses three coursdate reports from the presi- es, one during each quardents of various organiza- ter, and that Lynn Briggs,
tions and to approve the Ph.D., professor of English,
new, repealed and revised is teaching the first quarter
policies that were covered of the pilot.
“We’re working on the
during the previous two
next phase of Critical Founboard meetings.
Having an office in Spo- dations, so the FYE pilot is
our first phase,
kane and beand the second
coming a regu“We’re working phase will be
lar
presence
on the next
a FYE scale up
there is one of
Cullinan’s goals phase of Critical and rollout for
next acaas EWU’s new
Foundations, so the
demic
year,”
president.
the [First Year said
Breen.
“I have an
office, a desk, a Progress] pilot is “We anticipate
lamp, a computer
our first phase, an additional
to 10 secand a chair,” said
and the second five
tions of First
Cullinan. “I’m
phase will be
Year
Experigetting there.”
ence next year
On
the
a FYE scale
a full imCheney campus,
up and rollout with
plementation
Cullinan is workfor the next
for 2016-2017.”
ing with the Presacademic
year.”
Breen said
ident’s Executive
the
Faculty
Committee on
Organization
the 2014-15 strais trying to
tegic planning
EWU President
make sure stuinitiatives that
dents end the
are underway,
first year with
but are multithe 45 credits they need to
year projects.
According to Cullinan, have to progress to sophoshe has started a Legislative more standing.
“The freshmen currentAction Team consisting of
students, faculty and staff ly enrolled in the First Year
to develop messages and Experience pilot are getting
share information as the ex- nine credits total for the
ecutive committee goes into year: three fall, three Winter and three Spring,” said
their legislative session.
“I really want to set up a Breen. “Right now, most
President’s Regional Advi- of the students in the FYE
sory Board,” said Cullinan. pilot are taking the FYE
Cullinan said she would course plus two to three
like 20-30 people to be on other courses this quarter.”
ASEWU President Dathis advisory board representing health care, busi- hir “D.J.” Jigre reported
ness, nonprofits, K-12 and the ASEWU’s activities
higher education, and that during the quarter, inshe wants them to become cluding Eagle Spirit Week,
more knowledgeable about Veterans Day and their
Eastern and to work with efforts towards the PUB
the board of trustees on Renovation Project.
Jigre said he wants
partnership initiatives.
“That’s going to be some- students to get to know
thing I’m going to start pull- the ASEWU.
“As of now, we are seen
ing together as we start the
as a bandwagon of T-shirts,
new year,” said Cullinan.
Mindy Breen, associate where all we do is give
professor of visual com- out T-shirts, and it’s much
munication design, said more than that,” said Jigre.
the Faculty Organization “My goal is to get students
and Academic Senate is to understand that [the]
focusing on the program ASEWU is much more, we
Critical Foundation and its are them and they are us.”

Mary Cullinan

Rallies gather in response to
planned reduction of USPS services
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
This holiday season, delivering packages is not the
only thing on the minds of
the United States Postal Service’s (USPS) employees.
The National Association of Letter Carriers,
American Postal Workers
Union (APWU), National Postal Mail Handlers
Union and the National
Rural Letter Carriers Association held a National
Day of Action on Nov. 14
in opposition of the proposed cuts to begin Jan. 5.
Talk of cutbacks began
in 2013.
The Postal Reform Act
of 2014 was introduced
in August 2013 to make
changes to funding for the
USPS operations, revenue,
governance,
retirement
and health care systems.
The presidents from the
USPS unions said this act
will eliminate overnight
mail and cause mail processing and distribution
centers to close down in

Revenue
(Billions)
Mail volume
(Billions)
Career
Employees

for a HS Science
Teacher beginning 1/5/2015,
continuing contract. Visit HR
dept at cersd.org
for more information or call
509-649-4850. 

2011

2012

2013

$67.05

$65.71

$65.22

$67.32

170.86

168.30

159.86

158.38

581,775

557,251

528,458

491,017

than in 2004.

Please include a resume, cover letter, and three writing samples.

trict is looking

2010

1/3 less

Email easterner.me@gmail.com if interested in the position.

slyn School Dis-

David Yao

The number of
employees
from 2013 is

Staff writers wanted

Cle Elum-Ro-

David Yao, APWU vice
The USPS reported, on
president of the Seattle a daily average, it processes
area. “Already we have and delivers 523 million
seen an increase in the pieces of mail, 217.3 million
number of U.S. represen- of that is first-class mail.
tatives who have signed
Kathy Cummings, the
onto a letter
communicacalling
for
tions direc“As long as the
a one-year
tor of the
Postal Service
moratorium
State Labor
tries to reduce
on the plant
Council, said
service to the
closings and
the changes
changes in
American public, the USPS are
service stanmaking will
there will be
dards, from
eliminate
future protests.” 18 jobs in
160 to 178.”
In WashWe n a t c h e e
ington, raland
end
lies
were
overnight
APWU vice president
held in Tafirst-class
of the Seattle area
coma, Semail services
attle
and
for
places
Wenatchee.
within the
“There were about 65 same zip code.
people at the rally [in SeYao said 100 career
attle], and it seemed to go employees in Redmond,
well,” said Yao. “One posi- Washington, and 200 in Tative was the support from coma, Washington, would
the local branch of the Na- be replaced.
tional Association of Letter
“As long as the Postal
Carriers, and community Service tries to reduce serallies who support a high vice to the American publevel of service from their lic, there will be future propost office.”
tests,” said Yao.

USPS Cuts And Potential Effects

Got what it takes?

Classified

accordance with the closing or consolidation of
postal facilities.
Title II of the act requires the USPS to maintain first-class mail services and prohibits the
closing of postal facilities
for the first two years after
the act is implemented.
Changes in the mail system are already underway.
The USPS reported
that as part of the second
phase of their Network Rationalization program to
consolidate up to 82 mail
processing facilities in order to save $3.5 billion over
the next five years, 15,000
employees will be affected.
The USPS is attempting
to reassign all employees
impacted by the change.
Sally Davidow, APWU
communications director,
said postal workers protested at 150 locations as
part of the National Day
of Action.
“Only time will tell the
effectiveness of the 150 or
so rallies held across the
country that day,” said

Illustration by Lauren Campbell
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What holiday events will you be attending in December? • Tweet us your responses @EasternerOnline

Wednesday

Thursday

• De-Stress at the JFK
Library: Free 10-minute
massages will be from 12
p.m. - 2 p.m., with studying
and stress relief help from
EWU Health, Wellness &
Prevention Services from
1 - 3 p.m.
12 p.m. | JFK Library
Lobby

Saturday

Friday

•Up All Night, sponsored
by Eagle Entertainment.
Booths will have various
activities and games all
evening. Prizes and giveaways too.
9 p.m. | PUB MPR

•Paws and Relax: Come
play with little furry animals from Pet Partners of
Spokane to help relieve
stress. These therapy animals will surely put a smile
on your face.
12 p.m. | PUB MPR

•“The Nutcracker” will be
playing until Dec. 7.
3 p.m. | Martin Woldson
Theater
•Bing Crosby Memorabilia: Visit the house where
this famous entertainer
grew up.
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Crosby
House on E. Sharp Ave.

Sunday

Monday

• Moonlight Breakfast:
Residence Hall Association
is sponsoring a free pancake
dinner for all EWU students,
along with bingo.
8 p.m. - 10 p.m.| PUB 261

•Finals Week begins
Monday, Dec. 8 until Dec.
12. Make sure you get
plenty of rest and studying
breaks.

feature

Cyberbullying at a modern level

KHQ-TV and
Eastern team up
for teacher of the
month program
By Shawntelle Moncy
staff writer

Photo illustration by William Hayden

Bullying can have negative effects, such as mental health issues
By Rebekah Frank
staff writer

contain cyberbullying.
pictures and would draw on
Crystal Williamson, a ju- them and send them to other
nior, suffered from cyberbully- people.
ing on Facebook
“There
was
when her friends
one,
I
think
I
was
“Whenever you
turned on her.
posing as a roare not face
Williamson said
bot or something
to face with
they would tell
for a dance, and
her to come hang someone, you lack they drew on
out with them,
it and basically
that element of
but would give
said I was a rocommunication
her the wrong
bot because I
that is really
address or time.
acted more calm
She said afwhen everyone
important.”
ter she confrontelse was jumped them, she
ing around. So
tried to make
they would call
CAPS psychologist
the friendship
me a robot or
work, but they
draw ice everystarted
bullywhere and make
ing her using pictures she me pale and say ‘Oh, it‘s an
posted on Facebook. She said ice queen,‘” said Williamson.
her friends started saving her
Alice Emerson, CAPS psy-

As nearly 54 percent of
young Facebook users report
being cyberbullied, the need
for social awareness and action becomes stronger, according to NoBullying.com.
Cyberbullying is defined
as “the use of technologic
devices, such as cell phones
and computers, to willfully
and repeatedly cause harm
to others,” by The Journal of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Nursing.
According to No Bullying,
Facebook, Ask.FM and Twitter are the most common sites
where cyberbullying happens; compared to other sites,
Facebook is twice as likely to

Alice Emerson

chologist and coordinator of
multicultural services, said
one of the dangers of cyber
bullying is the unintentional
harassment that could take
place. Emerson said it is important for people who feel
bullied to speak up because,
in some cases, bullying was
not the intention.
“That is going to be true of
any kind of print stuff. Even texting or stuff like that, you don‘t
have body language to go with it
to understand what somebody‘s
meaning is,” said Emerson.
“Whenever you are not face to
face with someone, you lack that
element of communication that
is really important.”
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More than Christmas is celebrated during winter break
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor

ticle “Do You Know the Real History of
Kwanzaa? Here‘s What it‘s All About”
for The Blaze, the name was chosen in
The winter holiday break offers the op- honor of the harvest festivals common
portunity for students to celebrate more in West Africa.
than just Christmas. Every year, thouAccording to the official Kwanzaa
sands of people across the United States website, Kwanzaa is intended as an ethuse the winter break to celnic celebration, rather than
ebrate a variety of religious
religious one. Kwanzaa is
and cultural holidays, in- “Karenga created celebrated with a seven
it to have a
cluding Kwanzaa, Hanukbranched candelabrum repkah, Mawlid an-Nabi and
resenting seven principles.
holiday that is
the winter solstice.
In Swahili they are: Umoja
about us, so we
Kwanzaa: Unlike the
(Unity), Kujichagulia (Selfwould not, by
winter solstice, Hanukkah
Determination),
Ujima
default, have to
and Mawlid, Kwanzaa is a
(Collective Work and Rerelatively new holiday in
sponsibility), Ujamaa (Cojust celebrate
the winter lineup. StretchEconomics), Nia
European-derived operative
ing from Dec. 25 to Jan. 1,
(Purpose), Kuumba (Creholidays.ˮ
Kwanzaa was founded in
ativity) and Imani (Faith).
1966 by Maulana Karenga,
Rachel Doležal, MFA,
Ph.D., head of the Departwho teaches African and
ment of Africana Studies at
African-American history
President, NAACP: Spokane in the Africana Studies
California State University
Long Beach. According to
Program said, “The people
Karenga, “Kwanzaa is a Panwho celebrate Kwanzaa
African and African American celebration
tend to be educated and … celebrate it
of family, community and culture.”
in order to get in touch with their roots.
The word “kwanzaa” actually comes Karenga created it to have a holiday that
from the Swahili phrase “matunda ya is about us, so we would not, by default,
kwanza,” which means “first fruits.” have to just celebrate European derived
According to Billy Hallowell in his ar- holidays.”

Rachel Doležal

Photo contributed by Pixabay

Doležal explained Kwanzaa‘s significance to members of the black community
as a cultural touchstone that emphasizes
positive values. “Self-determination and
cooperativism … those are probably my
favorite.” Doležal celebrates Kwanzaa every other year with her son.
Doležal, who is also the incoming President of the Spokane NAACP, said the local
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KHQ-TV and EWU have come together since 1987 to acknowledge the impact
teachers have made on their students‘lives,
with an award for teachers of the month.
Since then, many stories have been told
through student letters about how their
teachers have changed their lives.
“I think it‘s one of the most important
things that we do,” said Mariann Donley, co-director of Undergraduate Elementary Education Programs at EWU.
Since 1987, the program has recognized 275 teachers from the Canadian
border to Idaho — anywhere KHQ‘s
viewing range is located.
According to Lori Reiman, MIT and
graduate program assistant at EWU, the
teacher of the month is chosen by students ranging from kindergarten through
sophomore year in college. Students write
letters to EWU about a teacher that has
made an impact in their lives and why the
teacher deserves the award.
The teacher is chosen by different EWU
professors each month, based on how
much impact that teacher has had on that
student‘s life.
“These are teachers that have gone
above and beyond and they have inspired
these students,” said Reiman.
KHQ-TV was one of the first to sponsor
the teacher of the month program. Over
time, the station has become a partner in
the program.
“KHQ, which has always been deeply
involved in the community, looked at
teacher of the month as a tremendous vehicle to celebrate our local educators,” said
Neal Boling, of KHQ.
According to Donley, after the teacher
is chosen, KHQ and some EWU faculty
travel to the school where the teacher is located and plan a surprise assembly where
the award is given.
Some words of appreciation are said
from an EWU faculty member about the
teacher and why that teacher was chosen,
then the teacher is awarded a certificate of
appreciation and the student who nominated the teacher is brought up as well.
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‘World of Warcraft’
expansion is a
nostaligic trip
Blizzard‘s latest expansion in the “World of
Warcraft” has brought
the franchise back to
its roots of blood, battle
and brutality.
“Warlords of Draenor” is a revitalizing
nostalgia trip to what
brought many players
Chris Mudd
into the “Warcraft” universe in the first place: War.
After the lackluster “Mists of Panderia” expansion, the subscriber base of
“Warcraft” plummeted to just under seven million but, at the moment of “Draenor‘s” release on Nov. 13, shot immediately up to 10 million. Players respond
well to excellent content, and that‘s exactly what this expansion brought.
The entire game engine has undergone a complete overhaul, creating an
altogether smoother and more free-flowing gameplay experience. This overhaul
comes complete with changes to the user
interface that enhance the leveling and
questing experience, but perhaps more
important is the complete remastering of
player character models.
As this December marks the 10th year
anniversary of “World of Warcraft‘s” initial release, it seems appropriate that the
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How are you planning on spending your winter vacation? Let us know @EasternerOnline.

Suicides less likely to occur during holidays
By Nicole Ruse
editor-in-chief
Suicide rates are lowest during the holiday seasons than any other times of the year,
according to the Centers for Disease Control.
The CDC’s National Center for Health
Statistics reported there is a trend among suicide rates being low in December, and spiking in spring and fall. The myth behind high
rates of suicide during the holidays misleads
people mostly through the use of media, as
seen in psychological studies and reported
by the CDC.
Keely Hope, assistant professor of mental
health counseling and the program director
of the counselor education program at Eastern, said it is a myth.
“The truth is that there are more suicides in the fall and spring than there are in
the winter months, which is the time where
holidays fall. ... It’s really actually a more seasonal issue than it is [during] the holidays, so
to speak,” said Hope.
In a study titled, “Winter Holiday Suicide
Myth Continues to be Reinforced in Press,”
by Annenberg Public Policy Center (APPC)
at the University of Pennsylvania, researchers gathered news stories from 1999-2010. In
2000, 101 national stories covered a holiday
link to suicide, with 77 percent supporting
the myth. In 2007, there was a dip to 9 percent in relation to 32 news stories. In 2010,
it spiked to 47 percent supporting the myth
with the same number of stories.
Dan Romer, director of APPC’s Adolescent Communication Institute, conducted
the study. “It is unfortunate that the holiday-suicide myth persists in the press,” said
Romer in a press release.
Neel Burton, M.D. and blogger for Psychology Today, said in a blog titled, “Is Suicide More Common At Christmas Time?”
that the holiday season instead offers support from family and friends for those suffering with depression or experiencing feelings
of hopelessness.
Depression is one of the leading risk factors of suicide, according to Suicide Awareness Voices of Education, a national suicide
organization based out of Minnesota.
Risk factors of suicide can relate with
Seasonal Affective Disorder and a lack of

You aren’t alone. If you need someone to talk to,
call First Call For Help: 509-838-4428
Illustration by Joseph Weeden

vitamin D from sun rays, especially during
the darker months of the year. This vitamin
helps boost serotonin, the chemical that tells
the brain it is happy. Folate, or vitamin B, deficiencies also occur in those with a mental
health disorder, which can lead to depression, according to the National Alliance on
Mental Health.
“Seasonal Affective Disorder can be feeling depressed, essentially. Feeling more
fatigued, less energy during the winter
months, based on the fact that without sunshine, we lose our energy a little bit. The rates
of ... depressive symptoms do increase during winter,” said Hope.
According to Hope, the risk for suicide

increases during spring, in most cases.
“If you’re talking about a person who
is severely depressed, they may be less
likely to engage in a suicidal behavior, or
suicide attempt because of the fact that
their energy is a lot lower, so their motivation is actually lower,” said Hope. “When
somebody starts to feel a little bit better,
they may be at a higher risk, … the motivation comes back.”
The risk factor does not evoke new
thoughts of suicide; rather, the thoughts of
suicide are already there. The risk is higher
when the feelings of motivation tend to enable a person to more readily act on suicidal
thoughts they already had.

According to Hope, the rates of suicide
is higher among youth between the ages of
15-24, which overlaps with the age range for
college students.
Colleges do have resources in place. If
students do not use them, awareness is key
so those students could potentially help others, according to Hope. At Eastern, CAPS
has therapists and psychological counselors
available for students, including workshops
and free leaflets at their offices in Martin
Hall. Walk-in hours are from 1-4 p.m., no appointment necessary.
Students can also call First Call for Help
or 1-800-273-TALK for emergency consultation, whether they are on or off campus.

Eastern students discuss
effects of climate
By Katie Dunn
staff writer

back home about this stuff and getting
their thoughts on it,” said Wyatt. “It
was pretty eye opening.”
Inside the JFK Library on Dec. 1,
Wyatt’s group’s poster was on how
students of Eastern’s global environ- climate change affects agriculture.
mental politics class displayed their
“Agriculture is being affected in a
posters on climate change
lot of ways,” said Wyatt.
in the Pacific Northwest.
“Increases in CO2, while it
“I come from
The class is run by Vancan be detrimental because
dana Asthana, associate
a sort of rural, of increased temperatures,
professor of government.
can actually be a good thing
agricultural
Asthana said because of
in certain areas. It helps
class sizes, the last time her background so it with soil fertilization.”
was kind of fun
class did a poster project
Wyatt said one of the
display was in 2010.
getting to talk negative influences is inThis year she has 18 stutemperature because
to some people creased
dents in her class who, in
it causes dairy cows to proteams of three, were able to back home about duce less milk.
this stuff and
produce six posters.
Bronti DeRoché’s group’s
Asthana said this display
poster focused on the impact
getting their
is meant to educate people
change has on forests
thoughts on it.” climate
on climate change and to
in the Pacific Northwest.
make them aware of how
DeRoché said that it is
they are being impacted.
harder to tell how the forests
Poster subjects varied
are being affected because
from freshwater, fisheries, Government 402 student the changes are slow, but that
ocean water levels, agriculit is more dangerous because
ture, forests and the overall influence it is easier to ignore.
climate change is having.
“[The students] acknowledge the unGovernment 402 student Riley certainty of science and risk, but they also
Wyatt said that he had fun working believe that the available science does
on the project.
suggest that climate change is happening
“I come from a sort of rural, ag- therefore we should make effort to make
ricultural background so it was kind people aware and to look at mitigation opof fun getting to talk to some people portunities,” said Asthana.

Riley Wyatt
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Police Beat
By Claire Simpson
copy editor

Nov. 26
Nov. 20
8:51 a.m.
No Valid License

A driver was arrested for not having
a valid license after being pulled
over on Elm Street.

Nov. 21
1:37 p.m.
Paraphernalia

In Pearce Hall, a student caught with
drug paraphernalia was arrested.

12:40 p.m.
Alcohol

Two students were referred to
Student Rights and Responsibilities
after they were found intoxicated in
Morrison Hall.

Nov. 27
Unknown
Missing Person

A 15-year-old girl named Jackie went
missing and has not been seen since
Thursday. She was last seen wearing
a pink pea coat, a white shirt and
blue jeans. Contact the Cheney Police
Department with any information.

Nov. 22

WARCRAFT:

One student was referred to Student
Rights and Responsibilities
after they were found intoxicated in
Morrison Hall.

2:56 a.m.
Alcohol

Nov. 23

Nov. 28
12:15 p.m.
Alcohol

The smell of marijuana was noticed
outside the room of four high school
students staying in Morrison Hall.
The room was searched and nothing
was found. The students received a
warning.

A C.A. in Streeter Hall found an
underage international student
on the floor of the bathroom. The
severely intoxicated student had
been vomiting, so medics came to
check her status. She was transported
to Deaconess Medical Center for
monitoring. The student was released
in the morning and referred to
Student Rights and Responsibilities.

Nov. 24

Nov. 30

11:11 a.m.
Alcohol

9:48 p.m.
Marijuana

1:54 a.m.
Marijuana

A student who was caught drinking
in Pearce Hall was referred to
Student Rights and Responsibilities.

Nov. 25

Dec. 1
Unknown
Malicious Mischief

Third-degree malicious mischief
occurred on the lower floor of the
CEB. The case was suspended
because there were no leads or
suspects.

HOLIDAYS:

NAACP is planning to organize some kind of local
Kwanzaa celebration next year.
Hanukkah: Hanukkah, which means “dedication,”
is also known as the Feast of Dedication or Festival of
Lights. It is a Jewish celebration of the dedication of
the Temple, lasting eight days. Most people are familiar with many of Hanukkah’s iconic emblems, such as
the menorah (a nine-branched candelabrum) and the
dreidel (a polyhedron top with Hebrew letters on it).
Fewer people, however, are familiar with the holiday’s
background.
According to chabad.org, a Jewish resource site for
the history and celebration of Hanukkah, the root of
this holiday is ancient history, when Israel was part
of the Syrian-Greek empire. In short, this empire corrupted and restricted Jewish cultural and religious
practises. Assimilated Jews began introducing Hellenistic customs into Jewish worship, and political leaders, specifically Antiochus IV, ruler of Syria until 174
B.C.E., began a campaign to strip the Jewish people of
their cultural and religious distinctions.
Religious and political tensions came to a head
while Antiochus was away on a successful military
campaign in Egypt. Rumors filtered back to Israel that
he had been killed and hopeful Jews rebelled against
corrupted religious leaders in Jerusalem. When Antiochus returned alive, he had thousands of Jews killed,
banned Sabbath observance and burned sacred scrolls

The storyline of the expansion is heavily
based on the mythical Orcish culture, exploring the themes of brutality and honor
in an increasingly hostile environment.
This is easily the coolest story Blizzard has
told in "Warcraft," implementing expertly
crafted cinematic cutscenes in pivotal moments that defy what I thought possible
with in-game models.
Blizzard has finally included a playerhousing system in the garrison feature.
Each character has their own base of operations that is completely customizable,
and followers from all corners of the world
flock to you to obey your every command.
At a certain point, the garrison experience
started to feel like some free-to-play iPhone
game in the sense that it felt repetitive and
somewhat contrived, but that didn't keep
me from enjoying it.
"Warlords of Draenor" is a culmination of 10 years of MMO gaming experience, and Blizzard has once again proven
why "World of Warcraft" is so monumental in the PC gaming community. If you've
played before and found yourself curious
to pick it up again, now is the perfect time.

TEACHER:

A student denied a search of his
room on the third floor of Morrison
Hall after the smell of marijuana was
noticed by a C.A. The student seemed
impaired with bloodshot eyes and
had difficulty performing tasks, so he
was referred to Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

characters’ gamers have spent so long
playing that it should receive a visual upgrade. Every race in the game has (or will
be receiving) a graphical facelift, and it's
apparent in the every frame of every animation that the art team behind the project is at the top of their game. Characters
feel heavy and powerful, more so than they
ever have.
The art team also excelled in the world
design, as the new Draenor zones are perhaps the most beautiful zones to ever be introduced to the "World of Warcraft." From
the frozen volcanic hills of Frostfire Ridge
to the gorgeous foliage of Tanaan Jungle,
every moment spent in the world feels
more alive than ever before.
While most players tend to play with
the music off, I found myself blasting the
volume as the new soundtrack played. I
quested through several of the zones and
found myself completely enthralled in epic
moment after epic moment as the music
and sounds guided me from one action set
piece to another.

that go unnoticed and encouraging people
to stop it.
“There needs to be more awareness of
social media and bullying,” said London.
Matthew Taylor, a sophomore at EWU,
said he still suffers negative effects from the
bullying he experienced for posting a video
on YouTube. He said his lack of desire to
approach people and make new friends
stems from his fear of being rejected again
like he was in high school.
“I was kind of really shy and quiet in
school and everything. I kind of wanted
just to show myself to people, and so I
like made a video, and people just kind
of mocked it and made stupid comments
and stuff on Facebook,” said Taylor. “They
just came up with nicknames and stuff and
ways to bully me online and in person.”
Taylor said he thinks social media almost encourages people to bully because
they do not have to be face to face. He said
even though it is not face to face, it still had
a negative impact on his life by making
him want to isolate himself.
“I hope it doesn’t happen to anybody
because it can really affect you, really bad.
Kind of to this day it still kind of affects me,
in the way of how I interact with people,”
said Taylor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Unknown
Third-degree Theft

A student studying in the lower floor
of the JFK Library left a bottle of
prescription drugs in sight on their
backpack. When they returned from a
break, the bottle had been taken. The
drugs are estimated to be worth $300,
and there are no leads or suspects.

Bullying is more likely to happen to
middle school students than any other
grade, according to nobullying.com. An estimated 44 percent of middle schools and
20 percent of high schools reported bullying problems. Cyberbullying has shown to
have catastrophic effects on up to 70 percent of individuals’ self-esteem and social
lives who have been bullied.
In the article, “The Means to Justify
the End: Combating Cyber Harassment,”
author Tom van Laer said, “Cyber harassment can have harmful effects on social
media users, such as emotional distress
and, consequently, withdrawal from social
network sites or even life itself.”
In Laer’s article, he said the impacts of
cyberbullying can be deadly; one college
student committed suicide after discovering that his roommate had gossiped about
him on Twitter.
“In the United States alone, estimates
indicate that more than half a million people age 18 or older have been victims of
cyber harassment,” said Laer in his article.
Social awareness is the focus of all
books written by Blair London in hopes of
showing society many modern-day crimes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

1:43 a.m.
Alcohol

An intoxicated student in Morrison
Hall was referred to Student Rights
and Responsibilities.

SOCIAL MEDIA:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

KHQ records these assemblies and
air them on their network.
“Teachers work really, really hard,
and it’s great to be recognized, especially by a student,” said Donley.
November’s teacher of the month,
John Adams of West Valley City School
in Spokane, said, “For me, the honor
is bigger than me as a teacher. It recognizes that schools like [West Valley]
City School provide an innovative education that is brain friendly, teach kids
to become creative problem solvers
and most importantly, recognize that
relationships are the most critical foundation of providing a great education.”
EWU and KHQ continue to recognize teachers for impacting students’
lives “just to say, ‘Hey we appreciate
you, you’re doing a good job and thank
you for what you do,’” said Reiman.

to punish them for their rebellion. Then he engaged his
military in local suppression throughout Israel, forcing
people to worship pagan gods and break Jewish laws
or be killed.
Finally, a small band of Jewish rebels, known as the
Maccabees, rose up to defeat the Syrian army. They
then returned to Jerusalem to reclaim the temple. They
built a new altar and dedicated it; however, the menorah, necessary to their rites, only had enough oil
for one day. Even yet, it burned for eight until new oil
could be supplied. This is the miracle commemorated
by the burning of the menorah over the eight days of
Hanukkah.
Hanukkah begins on the twenty-fifth day of the
Jewish month of Kislev and lasts for eight days. This
year, these dates correspond with Dec. 16-24. According to chabad.org, Hanukkah customs include the
lighting of the menorah, gift giving, charitable donations, dreidel games, the eating of fried foods, daily
prayers and readings.
Mawlid an-Nabi: Mawlid an-Nabi is a celebration
of the the birth of the prophet Mohammed, celebrated
from evening to evening on the 12th day of Rabi' alawwal, the third month in the Islamic calendar. According to Islamicfinder.org, a site that tracks the dates
of Islamic holidays, this year, Mawlid falls on Jan. 3 for
Sunnis and Jan. 1 for Shias. Because the Islamic calendar does not align with the gregorian calendar, this day
will drift significantly over the next few years. In 2015,
Mawlid an-Nabi will fall on Dec. 23 or Dec. 28, and by
2017, the Sunni date will fall on the end of November.

According to Sulayman Nyang, Ph.D., in his article “Mawlid an-Nabi: Celebrating Prophet Muhammad's (s) Birthday” for the Islamic Supreme Council
of America, Mawlid is not universally celebrated by
all Muslims and has even been “a bone of contention.”
However, those who do celebrate it do so by engaging
in the composition and recitation of poems and songs
in honor of the Prophet Mohammed.
Winter Solstice: The winter solstice, also known
as Midwinter, is the precise moment when the sun’s
highest elevation for the day is the lowest it will be all
year. The solstice happens on the shortest day with the
longest night of the year, and marks the beginning of
shortening nights and lengthening days. According to
timeanddate.com, Spokane will experience the winter
solstice at 3:03 p.m. on Dec. 21.
The winter solstice has remained important to various cultures throughout ancient and modern history,
including neo-pagans and Wiccans. The pagan holiday
of Yule or Yuletide has been historically celebrated on
the solstice by Germanic peoples. Historically, celebration includes twelve days of festivities, feasting, drinking and sacrifice (an element which has diminished in
significance in modern times).
Whether students are celebrating Christmas, another religious holiday like Hanukkah or Mawlid an
ethnic holiday like Kwanzaa or the winter solstice, the
winter break offers every student the opportunity to
engage their culture and heritage. Happy Holidays.
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@EasternerOnline - What are your thoughts about the Michael Brown court decision? • Share your opinion with us.

No Justice, No Peace: Beyond the grand jury, and why I’m still marching
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
On Nov. 24 around 5 p.m., we all got
the news: the grand jury chosen to review
the facts of the shooting of Michael Brown
decided not to indict
the officer involved,
Darren Wilson.
Ferguson exploded
in legitimate protests
and destructive rioting. Several cities
around the country
including Portland, Seattle and Spokane held
protests as well.
Archer
My Facebook feed
also exploded and two familiar refrains
arose which I feel driven to respond to.
The first refrain is usually in response to
cries that justice was thwarted by the grand
jury’s decision. It’s a strictly non-personal
evaluation of the legal facts and it amounts
to: “The evidence wasn’t there.”
As far as I can tell, the people who say
this have come to the honest conclusion
that there was not enough evidence to
show a crime had been committed, which
is what is legally necessary for an indictment. While I do not necessarily agree with
these people, I am not angry with them for
their opinion. I’m still in the process of reviewing the facts and testimonies for myself, many of which are conflicting. First
and foremost, I respect their willingness to
engage the facts of the case.
However, I still feel the need to tell
these people that for many, myself included, frustration over the failure to indict
revolves around the fact that the process
leading to this decision appears to have
been manipulated.
According to the Free Thought Project,
Assistant District Attorney Kathy Alizadeh gave grand jurors a copy of Missouri
statute 563.046, which is the state’s “use of
force doctrine.” Part of this statute permits
police officers to shoot fleeing suspects,
meaning even if it were established that
Michael Brown was retreating from Darren Wilson, Wilson would still be legally
justified in shooting him if he thought he
was trying to leave the scene. The problem?
This part of the statute was found unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1979.
Yet false legal information was allowed to
sit with the jury for nearly the entire testimony and deliberation process.
On Nov. 21, three days before the grand
jury handed down their decision, ADA
Alizadeh told the grand jury the statute
they had been told to apply to the case was
partially wrong. However, she never explained what, precisely, they were to disregard. Furthermore, when asked by one
juror if the Supreme Court’s ruling superseded Missouri statutes, Alizadeh said: “As
far as you need to know, just don’t worry
about that.” According to the Free Thought
Project, another ADA further muddied the
waters by saying, “We don’t want to get
into a law class.”
These answers almost seem intentionally confusing, considering that any Government 100 student could tell you that yes,
federal court always supersedes state statute. This is a function of the “Supremacy
Clause” found in Article 6, Section 2 of the
U.S. Constitution: “This Constitution, and

Don’t get it twisted. The movement that
the Laws of the United States which shall grand jury’s failure to indict sent the mesbe made in pursuance thereof; and all trea- sage that the death of Mike Brown didn’t has inspired thousands of Americans of all
ties made, or which shall be made, under even warrant the legal examination and colors to take to the streets in protest isn’t
the authority of the United States, shall be complete argumentation a trial would’ve about one young man. It’s about the systhe supreme law of the land; and the judg- provided. Instead, Darren Wilson testified temic racism that corrupts American juses in every state shall be bound thereby, before the grand jury and he was never tice. It’s about the routine abuses of power
anything in the constitution or laws of any cross-examined. This means his testimony by law enforcement in this country. It’s
was never directly challenged by someone about an entire demographic of American
state to the contrary notwithstanding.”
citizens who still do not feel safe in our borThere. I just accomplished in one sen- with legal training.
Personally, I would’ve been more satis- ders because of a prejudicial culture that
tence and a quote what two Assistant Disfied had the case gone to trial and Darren undervalues their lives.
trict Attorney’s couldn’t in three months.
This history will not go away and raBut this wasn’t the only suspicious ele- Wilson was found not guilty. At least then
cial prejudice will not disapI would know a complete airing
ment of the grand jury proceedings.
Several scholars and legal experts, in- of the facts had occurred, ac- “It is a sad refrain pear overnight, but it’s 2014,
so maybe we can get some
cluding lawyer and legal analyst Jeffrey companied by full and capable
that in 2014 we
body cams.
Toobin of The New Yorker, Rachel Bar- arguments by both sides whose
are campaigning
Professor Rachel Doležal
kow, a law professor at New York Univer- sole job it was to competently
once again for
of the Africana Studies desity and Noam Scheiber, Rhodes Scholar argue their case before a jury
partment put it this way:
and senior editor for The New Republic, with ample time to deliberate.
the very basic
“It is a sad refrain that
have publicly criticized St. Louis Prosecu- I would have reason to be more
value of life
in 2014 we are campaigntor Bob McCulloch for incompetence, mis- confident in a not-guilty verdict
and survival of
ing once again for the very
conduct and having “abused the grand under those circumstances. I
have no such confidence now.
jury process.”
African American basic value of life and survival of African American
When I explain this to famMost telling is the statement released
people ...”
people through the #Blackby the National Bar Association almost ily and friends, I am often met
LivesMatter rally cry heard
immediately after the grand jury’s deci- with a second refrain, one that
in Ferguson and across the
sion was announced. While it never men- sounds innocent at first, like a
nation. In the 1960’s Black
tions McCulloch by name, the press re- critique based in a genuine dePower movement, under
lease does state: “The family of Michael sire for the protests to succeed,
EWU Africana
the influences of great leadBrown requested that District Attorney but ultimately stinks of victim
Studies professor
ers like Kwame Ture, Assata
McCullough step aside and allow a spe- blaming. It usually sounds like:
Shakur and Malcolm X, we
cial prosecutor be assigned to the inves- “Mike Brown wasn’t a saint.
tigation. … The grand jury’s decision Protesters should’ve waited for/chosen/fo- moved beyond survival mode into a push
for greater sociocultural balance by emconfirms the fear that many expressed cused on a ‘better case.’”
It may be true that Mike Brown wasn’t powering Black families with unifying core
months ago — that a fair and impartial ina perfect, little child. However, I fail to see values, education and economic advancevestigation would not happen.”
No doubt the “many” in question also how an alleged petty theft, an urban sense ment. With as many Black lives being lost
includes the official voice of the Bar Asso- of fashion and a little marijuana warranted weekly today by police brutality as were
taken by white supremacists in the Lynchciation. The same press release also said: his death.
Perhaps people could’ve chosen to rally ing Period, we have been thrust in some
“National Bar Association President Pamela J. Meanes expresses her sincere disap- around Ezell Ford, a mentally ill black man senses back into the Jim Crow era of fightpointment with the outcome of the Grand who was shot on Aug. 11. Witnesses say he ing for survival and human recognition.
Jury’s decision but has made it abundantly was lying on the ground when LAPD of- This is intolerable and unacceptable, and
clear that the National Bar Association ficers shot him twice in the back. Or maybe all Americans need to demand that their
stands firm and will be calling on the U.S. they could’ve rallied around Eric Garner, country do better than this.”
It’s easy to be angry, especially when
Department of Justice to pursue federal whose last words were, “I can’t breathe,”
charges against officer Darren Wilson. ‘We as NYPD officers held him in an illegal that anger is legitimate. However, it takes
will not rest until Michael Brown and his choke hold on July 17. Even more cut-and- discipline to channel that anger into indry is the case of Tamir Rice, the 12-year- formed responses and a movement for
family has justice.’”
The president of the Bar Association old boy who was playing with his BB gun greater change. I see that movement formwanted indictment, lawyers and legal ex- in the park before he was gunned down by ing now, and it excites me. I find myself
perts wanted indictment, the citizens of Cleveland cops on Nov. 22, no more than hoping, desperately hoping, that as we
two seconds after they arrived move forward, we do not allow our pasFerguson wanted indictment.
sion to dissipate with our anger.
I wanted indictment, not be“The movement on the scene.
Protests are still going on in cities across
Any or all of these cases
cause I wanted Darren Wilson
that has inspired may present “better victims” the country and more are scheduled to take
to “pay,” but because I wanted
thousands of
than Mike Brown for us to place into the future. Hashtags and status
a trial.
That the Bar Association
Americans of all rally around. But people don’t updates continue to extend these critical
get to decide their last straw. conversations and I have been encouraged
is displeased with the rulcolors to take
They don’t get to decide when by the unity and solidarity I have found
ing of the grand jury only afto the streets in
the camel’s back is broken and amongst my friends of all races.
firms the suspicions of many
Despite the heated nature of the conconcerned citizens that once protest isn’t about the torrent of anger, frustratroversy,
I have been lucky enough to find
tion
and
feelings
of
helplessagain, justice has been thwartone young man.”
myself engaged primarily in thoughtful,
ness pour out.
ed for a member of the black
Given America’s history — sensitive discussions enriched by a variety
community. Historically, this
and, let’s be honest, present of perspectives. If nothing else, this is an
is all too common.
For those who want to ex- Easterner Eagle Life editor state of injustice — it seems indication that I have surrounded myself
petty to demand members of with good people, but I think it could be a
amine the evidence for thema demographic, which are dis- sign of something else.
selves, Google search “FerguMaybe our generation is helping to
proportionately incarcerated,
son Documents” and explore
one of the links from the New York Times, be punished as harshly for non-violent move the country forward. Maybe we’re
CNN or NPR which provide all the testi- crimes as whites are for violent crimes, and a little more empathetic and a little more
mony and evidence presented to the grand prosecuted ten times more often for drug informed. Maybe we will embrace the pasjury, including photographs. Dig in, make offenses despite comparable drug use by sion for change that Ferguson has inspired
judgments, but keep in mind that when the percentage to the white population which and move a little bit closer to realizing an
grand jury saw this evidence, they were not outnumbers it 5-to-1. Given all this and America that lives up to its claim of liberty
charged with assessing guilt or innocence. more, it is beyond insensitive to ask black and justice for all.
A grand jury is not a trial. It is a hear- Americans to “pick something better” to be
ing that determines if there will even be a the catalyst for a movement that extends
trial. To many people, myself included, the well beyond any one case.

THEATER:
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Michael Brown Jr., an African-American college
student, son and friend, was 18 years old when he was
shot dead by a white police officer in Ferguson, Missouri, on Aug 9. His high school graduation photo enveloped the EWU theatre along with images of AfricanAmerican protesters peacefully marching in the streets
of Missouri, holding signs that read, “Am I next?”
Brown and Till were two teenagers who had one
thing in common: They died way too young at the
hands of white men.
According to the CDC, homicide was the number
one killer of African-Americans — about 50 percent
— between the ages of 15-34 in 2011, compared to 3.8
percent of white males who died that same year. The
CDC, however, did not specify the racial breakdown of
these statistics in regards to who murdered whom, or
vice versa.
The rate of police killing black Americans, mostly
men, as of 2012 is nearly the same as the rate of lynchings in the early 20th century, as stated by the FBI and
restated by Rachel Doležal, professor in the EWU Africana Studies Department and writer for The Inlander,
at the EWU BSU panel event on Nov. 14. The mayor of
Spokane appointed Doležal to serve as a police commissioner and oversee equity in the police force.
Every three or four days from 2005 to 2012, an African-American is killed by a white police officer, according to recent statistics gathered by the FBI and reported by USA Today.
The play denotes these statistics in a historical fashion that helps audience members understand racial
segregation and the deaths of young African-American
men, especially taking a proactive approach toward racial issues within society.

Rachel
Doležal

Jaclyn Archer

Atticus Finch, father of Scout and Jem Finch in the
play, said, “You never really understand a person until
you consider things from his point of view ... until you
climb inside of his skin and walk around in it.”
The audience acts as the jury in “To Kill a Mockingbird,” which hands the judge a guilty verdict for
Tom Robinson, a slave wrongfully convicted of raping
a white woman in the play.
“[Atticus] said you never really know a man until
you stand in his shoes and walk around in them.”
For a moment during the play, audience members
are in the jury’s shoes. Would they let their biases and
prejudices of African-Americans affect their court decision? Would they even realize if their verdict was racist?
For a moment during the play, audience members
are in Robinson’s shoes. Does the color of his skin effect whether he gets the death penalty, or becomes a
free man who can trust the justice system?
I was in Scout’s shoes during the play. Her curiosity
brought me back to being eight years old when I was
learning about racism in school. It brought me back to
what I learned in elementary school, and how my opinions and college education have portrayed a new perspective for me as a young woman about to graduate.
On Nov. 24, the grand jury in the Michael Brown
case decided not to indict the Ferguson police officer on charges for killing the African-American man.
Peaceful protesters and angry looters took to the streets
of Ferguson. Protests occurred from New York City to
Chicago, from Seattle to the streets of Spokane, and are
still going on as this editorial goes to print.
“We're paying the highest tribute you can pay a
man. We trust him to do right. It's that simple.”
In a sense, the public education system has failed
many young scholars when it comes to racism in
America. Without literature, songs, theater acts, grave
sights and court documents — not the standard American history books, oddly enough — people in America

would not be informed of the unjust, unfair systems in
America when it comes to race.
We, as a society, owe sympathy to our AfricanAmerican fathers and mothers, sisters, brothers, cousins and friends, including black leaders who found
their place during the Civil Rights Movement. AfricanAmerican, Hispanic, Caucasian — simply, American
— young people who are rising to be the voices for
change, are the voices of our future.
We, as human beings, need change. We owe it to
Tom Robinson; Michael Brown Jr.; Emmett Till; Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old student shot by a community
watchman for looking “suspicious;” and even Vonderrit Myers Jr., another young African-American shot by
Ferguson police officers under suspicion that he was
grabbing a gun from his waist.
We should strive to be in the shoes of those we
wrongfully judge, convict and discriminate. We all
should strive to be better than what we feel is true
about our own biases, without any rational reasoning
to accept it.
Furthermore, students should always question
what they read — or do not have the right to read —
in school textbooks or literature. My school district
banned the reading and teaching of “The Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn” when I was in high school due
to the use of the “N” word. My senior English teacher
went behind their back and taught it to us anyway. We
need more people like her teaching students.
If we, as a society, dare to let our unconscious
thoughts define our actions, our prejudices slur our
speech, then we, as a society, are doomed to repeat and
will continue to experience history’s past, for it goes
unlearned and ignored.
Dare we listen to the leaders of history’s past and
accept that maybe they were right, and we just do not
care to listen?
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As “Merry Christmas” and “Have a happy New Year” start resounding from our lips,
it should be noted that atheists shouldn’t be
left out of the holiday joy
and frolic.
Living in the U.S., it
is inferred that we are a
society of consumerism
and not all people —including Christians —celebrate Christmas explicitly for the birth of Jesus.
Atheists are one of
many groups that are
Holmes
large in community
and are affected by
religious prejudices.
These prejudices range from being ostracized to being the elephant in the room
at their family’s Christmas supper. But the
majority of atheists don’t harbor hate for the
holiday because of its religious affiliation;
instead, they view it in a different light.
The U.S. is a melting pot of diversity

with many religious holidays, but an increasing number of people view this day as
one of love for each other instead of an exclusive practice.
Religious intolerance has always been
prevalent, but modern times are bringing
new social changes.
Any religious marks placed on this day
of the year have become as harmful as the
mark placed by an ever-increasing consumerism. The religious context can shut out
people who don't believe that Jesus was
the son of God the same way consumerism
shuts out people who don't have money to
spend on new stuff.
Atheism is growing in America — 16.1
percent of U.S. adults are unaffiliated with
any religion and 1.6 percent are explicit
atheists according to the Pew Research Centere — and we need to remember that we
don’t have to be part of a religion to celebrate in “the spirit of humanity,” as stated
on richarddawkins.net.
If anyone asks if and how an atheist celebrates Christmas, the response should be,
“In the love for each other.”
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letter to the editor
Live animal experimentation puts EWU science program behind the times
In the week before Thanksgiving,
dozens of frogs were killed in the science building at Eastern Washington
University so that biology students
could make their legs jump with an electrical current. For the demonstration to
succeed, to convey educational value,
the animals had to be freshly killed.
Each amphibian was decapitated, alive.
Humane laboratory practices should
anesthetize the animals, but students
report that some frogs resisted and
displayed an intense reaction to the
extreme pain of having their heads cut
off.
This experiment addresses human
physiology and illustrates muscle excitability, or how nerve cells signal our
muscles to begin working. But is it a
necessary tool for educating undergraduates?
Compelling evidence says no.
The journal Nature reports that live
animal use has been reduced from 77
medical schools in 1994 to just eight
in the U.S. by 2008. This significant
change is based on cost compared to
excellent alternatives that teach the
same skills.
In 2011, the U.S. Institutes of Medicine declared laboratory experiments
on primates to be “unnecessary.” In
other words, the medical value of these
questionable practices is worth neither
the economic nor the ethical costs.
Even the idea that medical advancement comes from animal testing is
unfounded. Using this outdated rationale, millions of animals are injured,
infected with disease and psychologically tortured every year. Yet their re-

actions are different enough from our
own that new medical interventions always require careful testing on human
subjects anyway.
Medical history is rife with examples of “animal-safe” drugs that end
with adverse reactions, even deaths,
for human test subjects. Legal history
is rife with lawsuits seeking compensation for harm from pharmaceuticals
that do get approved for sale.
Is widespread animal testing more
about appearances than science?
Compelling evidence says yes.
The only organization that exists
to ensure that U.S. laboratories follow
humane procedures is
not doing their job. An independent
study discovered that many accredited
labs fail to follow basic guidelines.
A recent article in the journal Science cites the lead author of this study:
“accreditation has become more of a
PR tool than a meaningful oversight
mechanism … you certainly can’t say
that animals are better off in these facilities.”
But let’s return to EWU because a
discussion on “humane” lab practices
misses the point.
Any practice that inflicts harm on
other creatures for the benefit of man
is ethically suspect.
The assertion that we have some
right of dominance seems to be the justification for this exploitation of nature.
Common sense shows this logic to
be unsound.
All sentient beings experience suffering by definition and their lives
are no less valuable than our own.

The more we respect nature and care
for our fellow creatures, the more our
quality of life improves.
The wisdom of recognizing our interconnection reveals genuine humanity.
Venerable Geshela Phelgye, renowned EWU professor and Global
Scholar in Residence, addressed students and visitors at a Thanksgiving,
vegan potluck hosted on campus. He
spoke eloquently on the subject of
compassion for all sentient beings. He
referred to the hundreds of millions of
turkeys that are brutally slaughtered
each year to satisfy an arbitrary national tradition.
We need not consume these animals
when excellent plant-based nutritional
sources are abundantly available.
We need not kill animals in the
name of education when the technology for reasonable alternatives exist.
Animals perceive their own existence, and like humans, they possess
the capacity to experience both fear
and love. It is our own consumer demand, at dinner tables and in university labs, which inflicts cruelty on so
many creatures. May all sentient beings find freedom from suffering.

By Lloyd M Vigil
EWU Junior
Buddhist Philosophy, Meditation and
Peace Studies Club
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Catch and Release

National media
‘sleeps’ on
Seattle sports
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Fetlew covers EWU vs. Montana Saturday • #GoEags See the latest sports updates on Twitter.

column

A Lombardi Trophy and a baseball team that has produced multiple
perennial hall of fame players call the
state of Washington
and the city of Seattle
home, yet when it
comes to getting recognition from the national media, Seattle
sports are treated as
the runt of the litter.
One would think
Brandon Cline winning the mostwatched television
event in American sports history
would garner some respect and acknowledgement. But for the Seattle
Seahawks, it‘s like they missed the
playoffs last season. Coming off a 43-8
Super Bowl XLVIII victory over the
favored Denver Broncos led by Peyton
Manning, who many consider to be the
greatest quarterback to ever set foot on
a football field, Seattle took the football
world by storm.
Many well-respected people in the
game, including hall of fame quarterback Joe Montana, are throwing
around phrases such as “dynasty”
thanks to a mix of a young team (the
youngest to win a Super Bowl), a savvy
but exciting young quarterback in Russell Wilson and a defense that drew
comparisons to the 1985 Chicago Bears.
Yet when the 2014 NFL schedule
was released, the Seahawks were slotted for just four prime-time games,
which is the same amount they had last
season when they were not coming off
a championship season.
To add insult to injury, the Seahawks were also given just one primetime home game. It was the first game
of the season, a game all Super Bowl
champions host the following season.
Ten other teams have more prime-time
games than the reigning champions;
three of those teams — the Bears, Cowboys and Steelers — failed to make the
postseason last year.
Seattle is still in the upper-third
tier of teams appearing in prime time,
barely. But when a team eases their
way to a title like they did last season,
and is likely to compete for another
title this season, it‘s mind-boggling to
understand why the networks who air
prime-time games are not trying to air
as many of their games as possible.
At the halfway point of the 2014 season, the Seahawks participated in three
of the five most-watched NFL games
of the season, according to The Nielsen
Company, including the most-watched
game when they faced the Dallas Cowboys on Oct. 12, which reeled in 30
million viewers. Those numbers indicate
that even though the Seahawks don‘t
have a market the size of New York, Chicago or Philadelphia, their games are still
among the most-watched in the NFL.
Don‘t tell the networks who air
prime-time games about those numbers though, as they still believe there‘s
no benefits to airing games from the
team that resides in “Southern Alaska,”
a name that former coach and current
Fox Sports analyst Jimmy Johnson gave
Seattle during the 2005 season, citing
geography as the reason Seattle was
getting little attention.
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Eagles and Grizzlies battle in the playoffs
By Sam Deal
sports editor
Roos Field will house a familiar
opponent on Dec. 6 as the Eagles play
host to the University of Montana
Grizzlies in the second round of the
Football Championship Subdivision
playoffs.The teams played against
each other less than a
month ago with the
Eagles coming out on
top, 36-26.
EWU Football
The Eagles will enter the second round
playoff game well rested coming off
a bye, which the team earned as the
fourth seed in the FCS tournament.
“That‘s what we work for all season, to make it to the playoffs and
have homefield advantage. It gives us
a leg up,” said senior safety Tevin McDonald.
The Grizzlies had to defeat University of San Diego, which they did
handily, 52-14, on Nov. 29 at Washington Grizzly Stadium in Missoula,
Montana.
The game will be EWU‘s 23rd FCS
playoff appearance, but it will be the
first time Eastern plays a conference

d

opponent in the tournament. The
teams finished first and second in the
regular season conference standings.
“Whatever happened a month ago
doesn‘t matter. Whatever happened
last year doesn‘t matter,” said head
coach Beau Baldwin. “We are going to
battle with a really good team in the
playoffs, they just so happen to also be
a team in our conference.”
Montana finished the season with
the number one scoring defense in the
Big Sky, while Eastern finished with
the number two ranked offense.
Eastern will be led by recently
crowned Big Sky offensive player of
the year quarterback Vernon Adams
Jr., who will be attempting to avoid the
pass rush of the conference defensive
player of the year Zack Wagenmann.
In the previous matchup, Adams
was returning from an ankle injury
that held him out of four games this
season. He will take the field having
only played two games in the previous month.
“We earned the right to play in
December,” said Adams. “It is a new
season now, we just got to keep playing and practicing hard, not taking
things for granted.”

Vernon Adams:
2014-2015

Age: 22
Height: 6 ft
Weight: 190 pounds
Position: Quarterback
Class: Senior
Major: Interdisciplinary Studies
Hometown: Bishop
Hills, California
High School: Bishop Alemany
Awards: Walter Payton
Award Runner-Up (2014)
•College Football
Performance Awards
FCS National Performer
of the Year (2013)
•Second-Team FCS AllAmerican (AP, TSN) (2013)
•First Team All-Big Sky
Conference (2013)
•Big Sky Conference Offensive
Player of the Year (2014)

Eastern seeded fourth in Division 1: How FCS seeds the playoff
By Mike Hantho
staff writer
Eastern recently received number
four seed for the Football Championship
Subdivision.
Eastern earned a bye through the first
week of the tournament
and will play the University of Montana on Dec. 6.
Bill Chaves, the athletic
EWU Football
director at EWU, said the
top eight schools in the division would be seeded while the other
16 schools will play against each other in

d

the first round of the championship.
“A team wants the highest seed possible,” said Chaves. “The higher the
seed, the more chances a team has to
host games, plus that team gets a bye
on the first weekend of the championship. Higher seeded teams continue to
host throughout the higher rounds of
the championship.”
Chaves said there are approximately 125
schools that meet in Indiana for a committee
where they watch NCAA games and based
on different criteria, such as good versus
bad losses and overall season results, the
different teams are ranked or seeded.

“We‘ve been fortunate that we will
be in the playoffs at the fourth seed,”
said Chaves. “If you‘re seeded you get
more and better opportunities to advance in the playoffs.”
According to goeags.com, EWU has
received 25 honors, such as honorable
mentions for offensive tackle Clay Debord
and linebacker Cody McCarthy, quarterback Vernon Adams being selected for
first team All-Big Sky, along with running
back Quincy Forte and punter Jake Miller
being selected for second team and the
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Men’s basketball team makes history
Team is soaring with five
road games on the way
during finals week
By Fetlew Gebreziabher
online sports editor

Photo by Anna Mills
Venky Jois, player 55, battles for the ball in a home game.

Eastern men‘s basketball
is soaring high with their best
start in 38 years.
Seven games into the season,
the Eagles have started 5-0 at
home and split a pair of games
on the road with an overall record of 6-1.
During their hot streak,
EWU snapped a 13 game losing streak to Big 10 teams after
they defeated the University of
Indiana on the road on Nov.
24, putting an end to the Hoosiers‘ 43 non-conference, home

game winning streak.
“It always feels good to
make history, but what made
it better is whom I could do it
with. This team is special. We
are a brotherhood,” said senior
guard Drew Brandon.
During their current streak,
head coach Jim Hayford earned
his 300th career win as a coach
in 16 seasons when the Eagles
defeated Eastern Oregon University on Nov. 30, 104-87.
“I have been fortunate to
coach really good players.
Players win games, not coaches — coaches put players in a
position to win games,” said
Hayford. “It‘s not about winning 300 games, but it‘s more
about making a great impact
on good people. I am really
enjoying coaching the players
on my Eastern team as much as
any team I have ever coached.”

The Eagles are averaging
85.3 points per game while
shooting 54.2 percent from the
field with an average margin of
victory by 29.6 points per game
at home.
Junior guard Tyler Harvey,
who earned the first co-Big Sky
Player of the Week award of the
season, is leading the team in scoring with 21 points per game and
shooting 52 percent from the field
and 45 percent from 3-point line.
"Being 6-1 is great, but the
test for our team is going to be
five straight road games and
finishing up final exams in the
midst of all that,” said Hayford.
The Eagles will tip off again
on Dec. 6 against Seattle University to begin their five game
road trip, then return home
Dec. 22 to play Lewis-Clark
State College.

SPORTS
Eagles battle in non-conference games
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By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The EWU women’s basketball team
competed in four non-conference games
at home and in Texas, from Nov. 18-30.
On Nov. 18, the Eagles defeated
Wichita State University, 86-58, at home.
Eastern obtained the upper hand offensively from the opening minutes of the
first half.
With the help of redshirt junior guard
Hayley Hodgins, the Eagles managed to
open up a 25-7 lead with 6:45 remaining
in the first half.
Hodgins said the team was prepared
for Wichita State coming into the game.
“I really just think that we were really focused [during the week],” said
Hodgins. “The energy was just different coming off our not-as-well of a performance in Utah. I think we knew we
could do better.”
Eastern ended up leading the Shockers
by 25 points at halftime, 43-18. Hodgins
had 17 points in the first half. Redshirt senior guard Lexie Nelson had nine points.
Wichita State cut the Eagles lead to 18
at one point in the second half; however,
the Eagles again increased their lead to
get the victory.
“They’re a good, quality team. They’re
athletic, they have some good players,”
said Nelson. “We knew coming into [the
game] we were going to have to really
play well and stay focused.”
Sophomore guard Jade Redmon made
school history as she recorded EWU’s
first ever triple-double: 10 points, 11 rebounds and 11 assists. Hodgins finished
the game with a career high of 30 points,
Nelson had 29 points. Senior forward
Melissa Williams had seven points and
a career high of 16 rebounds.
On Nov. 22 the Eagles traveled to
Dallas, Texas, where they fell to Southern Methodist University, 69-53.
SMU got an early advantage in the first
half to lead by 13 points. The Mustangs
went on a 14-5 run later in the first half.
At halftime, SMU led by 22 points, 42-20.
In the second half, the Eagles ramped
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up their defensive intensity, and SMU
went without a field goal for five minutes. With 6:14 left in the second half,
EWU cut the Mustangs’ 26-point lead to
14 points, however Eastern would not be
able to get the victory.
Hodgins finished with 10 points,
five rebounds and a career high of five
steals. Williams and freshman guard
Delaney Hodgins each had nine points.
Redmon finished with eight points, four
rebounds and three assists.
The Eagles suffered their second road
loss of the season by losing to Abilene
Christian University, 79-72.
“We haven’t spent a lot of time on
the road yet,” head coach Wendy Schuller said. “We’re going to get better every
single time we do. We played two really
good teams on that road trip.”
In the first half, the Eagles started off
slow, and the Wildcats led throughout.
With 5:01 remaining in the first half,
Eastern managed to tie the score, 33-33.
The Eagles went on a 10-4 run, Eastern
led at halftime 45-41.
Eastern failed to score for the remainder
of the second half. ACU took advantage by
scoring 11 straight points to get the victory.
Nelson finished with 20 points and
Hodgins scored 19. Freshman guard
Delaney Hodgins had a season high
of 15 points. Williams finished with 12
points, six rebounds and four assists.
On Nov. 30, Eastern bounced back
from their losses on the road to defeat
Central Washington University, 83-70.
Nelson surpassed 1,000 points for her
career as the Eagles earned their third
win of the season.
“[Central Washington University]
shot the ball really well, and we knew
coming in that they were going to execute well offensively,” said Schuller. “I
thought when we picked our pressure
up a little in the second half that we were
able to pull away the way we wanted to.”
Eastern got off to a fast start as they
went on a 9-0 run in the opening minutes of the game. The Eagles continued
to dominate until the 13:38 mark in the
first half where the Wildcats started to

Photo by Anna Mills
Melissa Williams on a drive towards the basket, guarded by Alexis Berrysmith of Central.

heat up offensively.
At halftime, the Eagles led by only four
points, 43-39. Both teams shooting around
similar percentages, Eastern: 46.9 percent
and Central Washington: 51.9 percent.
In the second half, Eastern increased
their lead to 12 points, 63-51 at the 9:23
mark. The Wildcats managed to stay in

the game until the 2:50 mark when the
Eagles pulled away for the victory.
Nelson scored 22 points while surpassing 1,000 points for her college career. Hayley Hodgins had 25 points, Williams finished with 11 points and six rebounds.
Eastern will play Gonzaga University
at home on Dec. 3 at 6 p.m.
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The Southern Alaska stigma
may have also hurt Mariners
pitcher Felix Hernandez’s bid for
a second American League Cy
Young award when he shockingly
finished second to Cleveland Indians pitcher Corey Kluber. According to MLB.com and ESPN, “King
Felix” led the AL in ERA (earned
run average), WHIP (walks and
hits per innings pitched) and batting average against, was second
in innings pitched and in WAR
(wins above replacement), fourth
in strikeouts and strikeouts per
walk, and eighth in wins with 15.
Hernandez also set an MLB record
with 16 ultra-plus quality starts in
a row (pitching at least seven innings and allowing two or fewer
runs), breaking Gaylord Perry’s
streak of 15 set in 1974.
When it was time to vote,
though, baseball writers, particularly in non-West Coast cities,
snubbed the King. Outside of Los
Angeles, Oakland and Seattle, the
three true West Coast cities in the
AL, Kluber received 15 of 24 firstplace votes, 62.5 percent while
Hernandez received the other nine.
In the three West Coast cities, Hernandez was awarded four of six
first-place votes, 66 percent.
Kluber played in Cleveland,
meaning his home games started
two hours earlier than Hernandez’s, which obviously suited him
well as East Coast writers were
much more likely to watch his
games than Hernandez’s, whose
games didn’t start until 10 p.m.
EST and ended around 1 a.m. EST.
Seattle has gotten and will continue to get the short end of the
stick when it comes to respect and
attention because it is not an overly
large market and is isolated in the
Pacific Northwest. And it seems
like not even a championship in
America’s most popular sport can
keep them in the national spotlight.

Offensive Player of the Year
Award received by Adams.
Head football coach Beau
Baldwin said Eastern was seeded fourth because of the wellrounded abilities of the team
both on and off the field.
“It says a lot about our recruiting assistants, who have been
able to recruit a lot of quality
players, not just one or two star
players,” said Baldwin. “It says
a lot about the respect that the
players have earned throughout
the league. It’s a tribute to all of
that and our program. Whenever
awards are being won, there’s a
team behind it.”
Adams said one of the reasons for the team’s fourth seed is
the hard work the players have
put in on and off the field, and
despite all the effort the team has
already given and the bye Eastern has, now is the time to work
even harder.
“We need to work on our
technique,” said Adams. “We
need to hit on those tackling
techniques, but not necessarily with full speed, just focusing
on form.”
Baldwin said Adams was
very deserving of the Offensive
Player of the Year award.
“For Adams to still earn this
[award] despite missing four
games speaks volumes for the
impact he has on this team, on
this league and shows what
type of player he is when he is
out there,” said Baldwin. “He’s
seven and one starter and in
that one loss he did things at the
Husky’s stadium that no one has
ever done as a [quarterback]. I
think that speaks for itself both
statistically and for a win-loss
standpoint.”
Eastern will be hosting the
University of Montana on Dec. 6
at 1:30 p.m.

INDIANA:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Jois finished with 20
points along with 14 rebounds, five blocks and
two steals.
Hayford told goeags.
com, “This is a huge win
and obviously the big-

gest in my time at Eastern. I’m really, really
proud of our guys.”
Brandon said this
win is special, but there
is more work the Eagles
have to do.
“We can build confidence off a big win
in one of the most his-

toric basketball venues of all time. But
it’s only one game,
we don’t want that
to be the high point
of the season,” said
Brandon. “We want
to be raising a banner
and reach our highest
potential.”

